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HIGH VACCINATION RATE

o S } -
A Health Ministry worker at a Covid-19 Low-Risk Quarantine and Treatment Professor Datuk
Centre at the Malaysia Agro Exposition Park Serdang in February. Experts say the Dr N.K.S.
country’s high vaccination coverage should be able to protect most people. FILE PIC
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EXPERTS: FOCUS ON LONG
COVID, VIRUS STUDIES

They say new waves
will come and go,
unlikely to affect
transition to
endemic phase
NURADZIMMAH DAIM

KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HILE the country’s

Covid-19 infections

continue to see up-

ward and downward
trends, authorities should con-
tinue focusing on long Covid
treatments and relevant studies
on the virus.

Epidemiologist and biostatisti-
cian Associate Professor Dr Ma-
lina Osman of Universiti Putra
Malaysia said apart from post-
Covid healthcare, relevant studies
onvaccines, as well as patient and
close contact navigation systems
(the use of electronic bracelets)
should continue.

“I(also) hope improvements for
HIDE, or Hotspot Identification
for Dynamic Engagement, and
the study on negative pressure
ambulance (on containment of
Covid-19) intraduced during the
pandemic will continue as well,”
she said.

On the possibility of a new wave
of Covid-19, Dr Malina said it
would be "almost similar to the
Omicron wave early this year”.

“Even if the numbers increase,

most of them are less serious
cases as majority of the people
have been vaccinated against the
virus,” she said.

More than four million Covid-19
infections have bgen recorded in
Malaysia, which means about 12
per cent of the 32 million pop-
ulation here have been infected
with the virus.

At least 10,000 recovered pa-
tients had received treatment for
long Covid at the Health Min-
istry’s rehabilitation centres, in-
cluding in-patient treatments.

The ministry regularly advises
recovered Covid patients to seek
medical attention should they ex-
perience shortness of breath, fa-
tigue, cough and muscle pain.

While most Covid-19 restric-
tions had been lifted, Dr Malina
said the public should continue
to exercise caution.

For those who had yet to get the
full dosage of the Covid-19 vaccine
or the booster shot, she urged
them to get the shots at the des-
ignated centres.

She said the possible new Covid
wave would unlikely affect the
country’s transition from the pan-
demic to endemic phase, thanks to
the high vaccination coverage that
should be able to protect most
people.

Former Malaysian Medical
Association president Professor
Datuk Dr N.K.S: Tharmaseelan
said like dengue, malaria and in-
fluenza, the Covid-19 wave might
come and go.

The Health Ministry's statistics
revealed that there was a 40 per

cent increase in dengue cases in
the same period last year, he said.

Just in the last week of April
this year, Malaysia logged 1,021
dengue cases. The disease is en-
demic in meore than 100 coun-
tries.

“This is despite the fact dengue
has been around for decades,
Covid-19, however, is a new in-
fection which we have yet to fully
know its mutation prospects and
treatment.

“So, it will be here for some
time, probably a long time.”

He said spikes and slumps in
the infection trend would con-
tinue just like any other endemic
diseases.

Dr Tharmaseelan echoed sim-
ilar views that the country’s high
vaccination rate would cushion
the severity of symptoms if there
was a spike in cases.

“Even 30 per cent of the children
have been vaccinated against
Covid.

“The majority of Malaysians
have adopted the government's
standard operating procedures
for Covid-19 as a way of life.”

He said the transition to the
endemic phase was slowly tak-
ing shape and after some time,
Malaysians would have to accept
that Covid-19 would be here to
stay.

DrTharmaseelan said high-risk
groups, children, senior citizens
and those with comorbidities
should be monitored more close-
ly and encouraged to take their
fourth vaceine dose to boost pro-
tection against the virus,
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INCREASE OF 504 COVID-19 CASES FROM TUESDAY

Selangor, KL, Penang top list for 3 days

KUALA LUMPUR: Selangor, Kuala
Lumpur and Penang, for the third
day in a row, recorded the highest
number of new Covid-19 cases
nationwide.

On Wednesday, Selangor report-
ed 1,055 fresh infections. There
were 515 new infections in Kuala
Lumpur and 148 in Penang.

The cases made up the majority
of 2,425 new infections reported
to the Health Ministry. It marked
a jump of 504 cases from Tues-
day’s 1,921. The nation’s cumtu-
lative caseload now stood at
4,547,051 since the pandemic be-
gan in 2020. ;

Of the 2,425 cases, only eight

were infected abroad. There were
1,550 recoveries while four
deaths were reported, of which,
one was brought-in-dead.

Active cases amounted to
27,026, of which 25972 were
home quarantined; 1,020 hospi-
talised and four at quarantine
-and low-risk treatment centres.
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By N. TRISHA
trfshang@heﬁancum.my

GEORGE Towy;: 4 ‘otal of 5,590 penpla i
Penang hag taken the second Covid-19 hagst.

of Covid-19 infections, said when met at the clinjc,
€€ categories of People are eligible for Norli said there Were not ag many people
. the second baoster — Senior citizens aged 60  poyw as hefore becayse ost people haye
and ahoya; those wih high-risk comorbidi-  hean Vaccinated ang booster shotg are option-
: ) ties; and aduyjts aged 18 and ahgye Who are 5], :
er dose, Making the state the sixth state With i Bumipistera travellj OVerseas, which is a Tequirement “Usually, thoge Who come for the second
the highegt nhumber of recipients in the coun- Comtral i.cay, Fidisi R by the destination country, booster ara those who Wwere told by their doc-
try. i Shah Atam Hertath check at the governmen; health clinic in ~ 1oyg g do 50,
Penang js behind Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, Gtmmﬁmwm.., ; Ayer Itam op Wednesday showed a Steady “So far this month, we haye given out 18
Johor, Sarawak and Perak for the second OFloor siream of children ang adults Wwaiting for doses tg adults, which includes the first and
Ooster dose stered, A2 < vaccination, including secang hdoster shots, Second bonster dogas.
Nationwide, 112,565 People have taken the Ru'mah inic matron Norli Zainaj said adults myst “We started giving out the second booster
Second hooster doge, ; e h : call and provige their names and pepsona) shotsmMay. 2
This is the fourth Covid-19 yaceine jab for 'd‘m,an details to make ap appointment for the dose, “There are st People who are registering
Malaysians, afer the first two doses and first M.njad] €re are six viajs jp 4 Set and when we for their first booster,” spa added.
hn;ster. il 5 = = u:»]:cerln1 it, the Test will go 1o Waste if we do not According to Norli, the health clinic only
enang hea Committea ¢f airman Dr 4 3 i i T here,
Norlela Ariffin said the booster dose for the I et

the set, EIVes out Pfizer p,
“We usually gather 3 ET0UD 0f six befora e Earlier, Heaith Minister Khairya maluddin
call them to come get the dgge, i i
until Tuesday, : health conditions,” she said. € set the date ang have them comeinfor pay Covid-19 Wave in the neyt few months,
It is not compulsory to taja the secong Dr Norlela hoped that the administration of  the shot and this includes those whq want He said thag the new waye of infection
booster, but it is usually recommended by the second hooster will offer Protection to the eir first or second hoostey shots, could happen based on the Virus epidemigjo-
doctors when their patients have Pre-existing People fol]Dwing Wi of another wave “We do not want {0 waste the Vaccine,” she &Y development jn, other countries,

® ‘ ' Bewa f
KJ: Take Second bogster g
y subvariants,
Sarawakians told

By SHARON LING
sl amnlhg@mesramom,my

KUCHING: Sarawakians have heen urged to
be on alert and to get their hooster shots after
SIX cases of the of g-.e highly infectioys Covid-
19 Omicron subvarjants Were datected,
Universitj Malaysja Tawak’s Institute of

By SARBAN SINGH
sarbans@thesiar.cam.my

Khai:ri!}amah:ddin said this was haseq on
the numbey of Cases reported jn Tecent days
both here ang across the Causeway,

“Today (Thmday), We have 72 706 cases
with two new clusiers reportag atinstitutions
of higher learning,

“So if we are not cautious, the pageg will
keep on innreasing in the Coming weeks,” he
told reporters after officially opening the
oturfdnolaryngolugy centre angd sleep Iah at
Hospital Rembay,

On Tuesday, Khairy sajgq Covid-19 cases
would fluctuate and 5 Potential new Infection
Wave might EMerge in the next foy months,
despite the curren situation being under cop,
tral.

in Kuching in the second and thirg weeks of
. June,” he saiq in a statement Yesterday,

Dr Perera sajg the subvariants were detect-
ed from the Sequencing of' 1,229 Samples from
Positive cages statewide from March 1 o June
16,

He said all the Sequenced sampjog Were
detected to he of the Omicron Variant and
s,

subvarians,

The World Heal, Organisation (WHO) has
He said Malaysians ought to know the latest % ST flagged the BA.2.121 and BA 5 subvariants as
developments 5o hay they can take preven. Young patients: Kha 1 hi infecti issi
tive meagyreg against confracting e Virus.  opening the mnrhlnoraryngoiogy centre and sfaep | b Be Tates than the pareng Omicron varjang,

“This is more of a preventive measure gg K

that we ara ready and not tg Stare anyone, education clusters haye also heen Teported,
fact, other nations have faceq a similar sjtya- is also my hope that those ahove gg and
tion,” he said, those with chronic illnesses wif) take the sec-

Rhairy said yhat Was important was that . ang booster shot a5 this is the pasg Way ta ing ‘ases in multiple coup
the newwave Was not as Contagious ang thae keep them safe,” he said, M It has also tolg is Tespect, he urged the puplic i
the number of deaths and adm; ions into “of June 20, almost 108,000 individuals the republic has been seeing more Sarawak to he AWare of the heightenieq risk of
intensive care Units remaineqd low, aged 12 years and ahove haya received thejr BA4 and a5 Omicron subvariantg which infections in the state,

He said all states eXcept Selangor; Johor,  secong Covid-19 hooster Jjahs. About 58,000 . were more transmissipje than earfier vari- “They are stro, Y advised to get their
Kedah ang Terenggany have Teported an Were aged ahoye 60. ants,” he sajd, adding that these Variants, haooster shutifthey AVe not done s, particu-
increase in the Number of cagas Compared Khairy said he was also closely following however, haq the same effect as gther larly for individuals iy Comorbidities ang
with the previpus day while W0 new higher he Covid-19 situation in Singapore, Omicron Variants, : those ahoyve 60 years 0ld,” he addeq.
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Plans underwa

By YEE XIANG YUN
newsdesk@thest&ncom.my

ISKANDAR PUTERI: Johor js likely to get a
new hospital in Kempas spon to complement
existing governmen; medical facilities,

The Johor Health Department, with the
support of the Health Ministry, is in the
brocess of getting the Hospital Sultanah
Aminah 2 broject included in the upcom-
ing federal budget, daccording to Johor
health and unity committee chairman Ling
Tian Soan,

“A budget of RMS500mil was required to
build the hospital, which also comprised spe-
cialist clini
ment’s office,

“We plan to build the hospital with a capac-
ity of 350 beds and specialist clinics in the fipsy
phase once it is approved,” he said whep met
outside the state assembly in Kota Iskandar
here yesterday.

Ling added the Healt Ministry had paid

occupied by squatters,

“Once the Project is successfully included
into the 12th Malaysia Plan and the Jand
issues are resolved, we hape to begin the ten-
der pracess Next year in order to start con-

y 1o build new hos

es, staff quarters ang the depart-

UNIT KOMUNIKAS| KORPORAT

struction as early as 2024,

A hospitaitypica]lytakes about three years
o complete,” he said, adding the Proposed
hospital would he 4 Bood addition to the exist.
ing medical facilities including Hospital Pasir
Gudang, which was on track for completion
in 2024,

On the existing Hospjtal Sultanah Aminah
in Johor Bary, Ling said the general hosp_ital

Children
(PICKids) 1o register their children via the

24 JUN 2022

pital'in Kempas

“We plan to build

the hospital with
capacity of 350 peds
and specialist clinics
in the first phase once
it is approved.”

Ling Tian Soon
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Highly infectious

- Omicron variants

detected
in Sarawak

KUCHING: Cases of the highly
infectious  Covid-19 Omicron

. vatiants, namely the BA 2,12, and

BA.5, have been detected in Sarawak
recently,

Universiti Malaysia  Sarawak
Institute of Health and Community
Medicine director Prof Dr David
Perera said this in his Teport to State
Disaster Management Committee
chaitman  Datuk Amar Douglas
Uggah Emhas .

Perera said 1,229 samples of
Dositive cases were successfully
sequenced from March 1 to June 16,

“All were detected as the Omicron
variant of .concern. These samples
represented positive cases obtained
statewide,” he said in a statement
here yesterday.

Perera added from these samiples,
the BA.2 continued to be the
‘dominant circulating sub-variant,
with its multiple minor sub-lineages
detected ;

"Hm;avm; in the last week of May,

* we detected the first incidents of he

highly infoctious BA.2,12.1 from a
case in Kuching, and a BA5 from a
case in Sibu.

“Subsequently, an additional case
of BA.2.12.1 and three cases of BA5
were detectedlnlﬁxchingthmugh the
second and third weeks of June, The
World Health Organisation had
previously flagged - both these
sub-lineages as highly infectious,” he

said. - Bernama
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